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was necessary to collect and put in order the furni-
ture of a large house, the chattels of an important
estate, and the cattle scattered in the fields and
woods. Besides, there was reason for not hurrying
too much; the longer the delays the better they
paid those who were employed in that task.

During this long execution, the people of the
country were reasoning upon what was taking place
before their eyes. The news of the condemnation
of the Jesuits had made the savages groan; it threw
most of the French people into consternation, and
was regarded as a public calamity. Parishioners
justly attached to their pastor saw themselves upon
the point of losing him, without even a thought
being given to providing a successor to him. There
was no delay in presenting, in the name of nearly
all the habitants, a petition addressed to the com-
mandant and the commissary of the country, in
order to secure the retention of at least Father
Aubert, the curé of French Cascakias; and as the
answer seemed to be deferred too long a time, a
little while afterward a second petition was sent.
While waiting for an answer to this, the more intelli-
gent of the habitants asked by what right the
government had taken possession of the property of
the Jesuits; and what power it had over their persons
in a country ceded by the treaty of peace to the
crown of England. It was also asked by what
reason the Jesuits were excepted from the privilege,
granted without distinction to all the habitants of
Illinois, of having eighteen months to choose either
to remain in this country, or to go elsewhere. Above
all, they were indignant at the seizure made of the
sacred vessels of a chapel belonging to the Hurons



